
  
AGENDA 

 
DES MOINES CITY COUNCIL 

STUDY SESSION 
City Council Chambers 

21630 11th Avenue S, Des Moines, Washington 
 

February 06, 2020 – 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – 20 minutes 
Please Note: Comments from the public must be limited to the items of business on the Study 
Session Agenda per Council Rule 10.  Please sign in prior to the meeting and limit your 
comments to three (3) minutes.   
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS  
  Item 1:  EMERGING ISSUES 
  
Page 3 Item 2: INTERVIEW OF CANDIDATES FOR VACANT CITY COUNCIL 

SEAT #3 
  Motion is to nominate _______________ to fill the temporary 

Council position (#3), effective immediately and expiring on 
12/31/2021. 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
    February 13, 2020 City Council Regular Meeting  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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COUNCIL VACANCY  PROCESS 
ESTIMATED TIMELINE

• Open Meeting & Introduction of Process  
• est. 7:00 pm -7:15 pm 

• Applicant Opening Statement 
• 3 minutes x 8 Applicants
• est. 7:15 pm -7:45 pm

• Councilmember Questions 
• 2 minute responses
• est. 20 minutes per question x 6 Councilmembers
• est. 7:45 pm – 9:45 pm 

• Comments from the public
• est. 9:45 pm    

• Council deliberations (to be determined)



COUNCIL VACANCY PROCESS 
Opening Statements and Council Questions

• Applicant Opening Statement/Comment (3 minutes per Applicant) 
• To be selected at random draw by the City Clerk.

• Councilmember Questions (2 minute responses):
• Rotation of Applicants:

• Councilmember #1 ~ Applicant 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
• Councilmember #2 ~ Applicant 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 1
• Councilmember #3 ~ Applicant 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 1, 2
• Councilmember #4 ~ Applicant 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 1, 2, 3
• Councilmember #5 ~ Applicant 5, 6, 7, 8, 1, 2, 3, 4
• Councilmember #6 ~ Applicant 6, 7, 8, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5



• Public Comment will follow the question and answer period. This will allow for the public to 
provide input after all applicants have been heard. 

• Public Comment will follow in the order of Sign Up.  Those wishing to speak must sign up on 
the sheet set out to the left of the entrance.  

• All public comment must be respectful of applicants and slanderous comments will not be 
tolerated. 

• This process was modeled after previous Council vacancies and is consistent with the 
procedures used in 2003, 2013 and 2015.

• This is an appointment per RCW 35A.13.020 “to fill a vacancy with the most qualified 
person available until an election is held.”

• This is not an election.
• In addition, RCW 42.12.070(4) states 

• “If a governing body fails to appoint a qualified person to fill a vacancy within ninety days of the occurrence of the 
vacancy, the authority of the governing body to fill the vacancy shall cease and the county legislative authority of the 
county in which all or the largest geographic portion of the city, town, or special district is located shall appoint a 
qualified person to fill the vacancy.”

• The appointment is temporary until filled by a vote of the citizens at the next City Council 
election (2021). 

COUNCIL VACANCY PROCESS
Public Comment and Information



• Responding to or being directed by any social media, email pressure.
• Answering to any threats or misrepresentations of the process.
• Adjusting any portion of the this process outside any consensus of the whole 

Council.  Any one Councilmember’s dissension of the process will not be 
recognized and unsupported unless there is a majority based Council decision.

• Any consideration into this process prior to this meeting would have required 
Councilmembers to reach out and get support from their fellow Councilmembers 
as would be in any other situation our position requires.  Leveraging any 
consensus from media, etc. is not accepted in this process.

• Any type of election, until the normal state mandate process in 2021.

COUNCIL VACANCY PROCESS
This is what the process will not include!



“The email warning”
“Note to city leadership A.K.A mayor, council

Every member who votes in favor of appointing to the vacant council position a 
person who just lost an election will see thousands of dollars go to their 
opponent in the next election.

We will not stand for this type of behavior any longer.

You have been warned.

Concerned Citizens for a Better Des Moines
Website and PAC coming soon”
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