
 
 
 

 ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

February 18, 2021 – VIA Zoom 

 
4:00P – 4:50P 

 
 Chair to call the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 

1. Approval of the minutes from the meeting of 01.21.2021 
 
 

2. WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan Update (Water Resource Inventory Area 9; aka The 
Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed)    (4:00 to 4:20 p.m.) 
 
Staff will present several projects identified in the Plan Update 

 
       
       3.   NPDES Program Update (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System   
            (4:20 to 4:50 p.m.) 
 
 Staff will provide an update for the ongoing NPDES Program 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                                                                                                                            02.18.2021 Attachment #1  

DRAFT MINUTES – ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING 01.21.2021 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:05 PM, Thursday, January 21, 2021, via Zoom, with the following in 
attendance: 

Council Members    City Staff 

Mayor Matt Pina (Chair)                                           Dan Brewer – Chief Operations Officer 
Luisa Bangs (Vice-Chair)                                            Brandon Carver – PW Director 
JC Harris                                                                       Loren Reinhold – SWM Utility Manager 
      Scott Wilkins - Harbormaster 
      Beth Anne Wroe – Finance Director 
      Matthew Hutchins – Asst. City Attorney 
                                                                                       Tyler Beekley – SWM Civil Engineer II 
                                                                                       Jodi Grager – Admin. Asst.  
        
Guests  
Councilmembers Traci Buxton, Matt Mahoney and Anthony Martinelli     
         
AGENDA: 

1. Approval of 11.12.20 Minutes 
2. 2021 Environment Committee Work Plan 
3. SWM CIP Update 

MEETING: 

1.  Unanimous approval of the 11.12.20 minutes 

2. During the review of the 2021 Environment Committee Work Plan (see Attachment #2) it was 
decided to move the NPDES Program Update to February and change the Poverty Bay Shellfish 
item from February to April. The Committee also briefly reviewed several items listed on the 
Work Plan. It is possible that additional topics may be added as necessary. The Southwest 
Suburban Sewer District will be submitting their Comprehensive Plan soon, it will be added to the 
Environment Committee schedule when received. During the discussion, the SWM 
Comprehensive Plan was mentioned as a resource. It can be found at: 
https://www.desmoineswa.gov/523/Surface-Water-Comprehensive-Plan . Another resource 
document mentioned was the 2020 Surface Water Management Program which is also found on 
the City’s website: https://www.desmoineswa.gov/308/Water-Quality-NPDES . This report is 
listed as a Quick Link. It is hoped that the February NPDES presentation will be helpful in gaining a 
background regarding this complex issue. A question concerning septic systems was addressed. 
King County Department of Health is the appropriate agency for Septic System information. The 
2021 Work Plan was approved as amended.  

 

https://www.desmoineswa.gov/523/Surface-Water-Comprehensive-Plan
https://www.desmoineswa.gov/308/Water-Quality-NPDES


  
  

3. Tyler Beekley, SWM Civil Engineer, reviewed the 2021 SWM CIP Activities (Chart Attachment #3). 
He described last year as heavy in the design phase. The presentation highlighted these projects: 

• Barnes Creek/KDM Road Culvert Replacement has been designated by the tribes as a fish 
obstruction. WSDOT is leading the design and the project cost will be shared amongst the 
involved agencies.  

• 24th Ave Pipeline Replacement involves widening the roads and adding sidewalks. It is at 
30% design and the City is optimistic about construction starting in 2022. 

• Deepdene Plat Outfall Replacement has been impacted by COVID restrictions. Staff are 
gathering information for homeowners regarding the ownership and maintenance of this 
project. Progress has been made; City water no longer flows through this system. 

• 8th Ave (264th to 265th) Pipe Project includes an ILA with Lakehaven Utility District and 
design is near completion. The consulting firm, Parametrix, is targeting mid March for 
seeking bids for construction. 

• 6th Ave/239th Pipe Replacement is a project to increase capacity from the existing 
diameter of 12” upsizing to 18”. Due to the recent storm causing the outfall to be washed 
out, the stairs in this location will need to be removed so that the new outfall can be 
situated. The stairs will be rebuilt. The consulting firm, Parametrix, is targeting mid March 
for seeking bids for construction. 

• Soundview Drive/Redondo Beach Drive Pipe Upgrade involves public surface water 
traveling over private property. There are three main areas that require improvements of 
system hydraulics. The consulting firm, Parametrix, is targeting mid March for seeking 
bids for construction. 

• N Fork McSorley Creek Diversion requires an annexation of two parcels that are still 
under King County ownership. This will be a land transfer to City ownership to allow for 
the surface water system to be re-routed to avoid private property. 

The Committee found it encouraging to see potentially four of these projects under construction 
in 2021. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 4:43 p.m. 
Minutes respectfully submitted by: Jodi Grager, Admin Asst 
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Environment Committee Meeting 2/18/2021 NPDES Permit Update: 
 
Overview:  
 
Each year staff provides the Council Environment Committee with an update on the City’s 
NPDES permit. The Permit is held and managed by the Surface Water Department. Each update 
entails a brief history of the permit, an explanation of the various requirements and how the 
City is meeting them, and future updates to the permit.  
 
NPDES Program Summary and Background:  

NPDES is an acronym for the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System and is a permit program 
that was first introduced as part of the Federal Clean Water Act in 1972. The goal of the permit program 
is to control and regulate the discharge of point source pollution into the nation’s water by issuing 
permits to dischargers. Drainage systems, like the City of Des Moines’ drainage system, are considered 
dischargers. 

Nationally, the NPDES program is administered by the Environmental Protection Agency. In some states, 
including Washington, the authority to administer the program has been delegated to the State. In 
Washington, this authority belongs to the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology). 

Phase II of the NPDES program unfolded in 2007 and required that smaller communities also obtain 
permit coverage and develop stormwater management plans. The City of Des Moines is currently under 
the 2019-2024 Western Washington Phase II Permit. 

NPDES Program Requirements:  

The current NPDES permit has many requirements aimed at preventing, reducing, and eliminated 
pollutants from both our creeks and the Puget Sound. These requirements are broken down into 8 main 
categories: stormwater planning, public education/outreach, public involvement/participation, mapping 
and documentation, illicit discharge detection/elimination, controlling runoff from construction sites, 
public operations/maintenance, and source control for existing development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Photo 2. Contents of the Storm 
Drain Marker Volunteer Kit. 

1. Stormwater Planning  
• Coordination with SWM Comprehensive Plan 
• Low Impact Development – ongoing requirement to make LID the preferred and 

commonly used approach  
• Basin Planning  

o Phase 1 is due March 2022 (Receiving Water Assessment) 
o Phase 2 is due June 2022 (Receiving Water Prioritization) 
o Phase 3 is due March 2023 (Stormwater Management Action Plan) 

 

2. Public Education/Outreach 
This program is required to include an education and outreach program designed to reduce or 
eliminate behaviors and practices that cause or contribute to adverse stormwater impacts and 
encourage the public to participate in stewardship activities. The following list provides 
examples of ways we met this requirement in 2020: 
 
• General Awareness Programs 

o Puget Sound Starts Here Ad Campaign 
o City Currents Articles 
o Carwash Kits 
o Highline Stormfest (Update scheduled for April) 

 
• Behavior Change Programs 

o ECOSS Business Outreach (30 businesses served) 
o Dumpster Lid Outreach 

 
• Stewardship Programs 

o Storm Drain Marker Volunteer 
o Adopt-A-Drain 
o Clean Up Events  

 

3. Public Involvement/Participation 
This program is required to provide ongoing opportunities for public involvement and 
participation in the development of the program management plan. 
 
• Storm Water Management Program Updated Annually 
• SWM Website Public Comment Invitation 
 
 

Photo 1. Puget Sound Starts Here 
Logo. 



4. Mapping/Documentation 
This section of the permit requires the ongoing Mapping and maintenance of the City’s 
GIS database of stormwater assets.  
 
• Engineering Technician Position filled  
• New requirement of mapping outfalls (73 mapped in 2020) 
 

5. Illicit Discharge Detection/Elimination 
The program is required to include an ongoing program 
designed to prevent, detect, characterize, trace and 
eliminate illicit connections and illicit discharges into the 
municipal stormwater system. The following list provides 
examples of ways we met this requirement in 2020: 
 
• Citywide map updates/improvements 
• Spill Response Tracking/Investigation (51 Spills Reported) 
• Field Screening Program (10.7% this year) 
• King County Local Source Control Inspections (17 businesses served) 
• Staff Training 
 

 
Photo 4. Screenshot of Our Illicit Discharge Tracking Software, CityWorks. 

 
 

Photo 3. Example of an Illicit Discharge in 
Woodmont Creek. 



Photo 6. A SWM Public Works Maintenance 
Member Inspecting a Stormwater Facility 

6. Controlling Runoff from Construction Sites 
The program is required to implement and enforce a program to reduce pollutants in 
stormwater runoff from new development, redevelopment and construction site 
activities. The following list provides examples of ways we met this requirement in 2020: 
 

• Plan Review process (151 projects reviewed, 22% decrease from 2019) 
• Inspection process (330 construction inspections, 36% increase from 2019) 
• Enforcement Actions (17 enforcement actions taken, 81% decrease from 2019) 

 
     Photo 5. Construction Site Needing Enforcement Measures. 

 
 

7. Public Operations/Maintenance 
The program is required to implement an operations and maintenance (O&M) program 
that includes a training component and has the ultimate goal of preventing or reducing 
pollutant runoff from municipal operations. The following list provides examples of ways 
we met this requirement in 2020: 
 
• Stormwater Facility Inspections/Maintenance 

o 222 Total  
• Catchbasin Inspections/Maintenance  

o 5,101 Total 
• SWPPP for City Maintenance/Storage Facilities 
• Facility Inspections/Ipad Integration 
• Cityworks Inspection Tracking 
 
 
 
 



8. Source Control for Existing Development 
As part of the new 5-year NPDES permit cycle. Source Control was added as a new 
permit section. The following list provides an overview of the new requirements:  

• By August 1, 2022 the City shall adopt and make effective and ordinance 
requiring application of source control BMPS for pollutant generating sources 
associated with existing land uses and activities.  

• By August 1, 2022 the City shall establish an inventory that identifies publicly and 
privately owned sites that have the potential to generate pollutants to the City’s 
surface water system.  

• By January 1, 2023 the City shall implement an inspection program for these 
sites and will be required to inspect 20% of the listed sites each year.  

 

 




