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Pat Bosmans, City Attorney

Tim George, Asst. City Attorney OFFICE OF THE
21630 11th Avenue So., Suite C DES MO'NES
Des Moines, WA 98198 CITY ATTORNEY

206.870.6553
Fax: 206.870.4387

Memo

To: Finance and Economic Development Committee
From: Tim Georgg_@i;\
Re: Junk Vehicles

City Council members have received several complaints regarding junk vehicles in Des
Moines. The Finance and Economic Development Committee has asked staff to provide an
update on the current state of the DMMC and enforcement. Attached is an email that is typical
of citizen complaints regarding junk vehicles and contains photographs of vehicles the citizen
felt should be designated as junk. The DMMC mirrors state law in its definition of junk
vehicles and defines them as follows:

“Junk vehicle” means a vehicle meeting at least three of the following
requirements:
(a) Is three years old or older;
(b) Is extensively damaged, such damage including, but not limited to, any
of the following: a broken window or missing windshield or missing
wheels, tires, motor, or transmission;
(c) Is apparently inoperable; or
(d) Has an approximate fair market value equal only to the approximate
value of the scrap value.

“Apparently inoperable”” means that the vehicle does not appear to comply with
requirements for safe and legal operation on public streets or highways with
regard to expired or a lack of current licensing, a lack of brakes, lights, tires,
safety glass, or other safety equipment or other circumstances or conditions that
are evidence that the vehicle is not currently operable, including, but not limited
to, a vehicle having its passenger compartment filled with trash or debris,
vegetation growing inside, around, or on the vehicle, or other evidence that the
vehicle has not been moved for an extended period of time.

Staff will review photographs with the Committee as well as discuss priority of
enforcement of junk vehicles given the current direction to.aggressively remediate
nuisance properties.



Tim George

Subject: Junk vehicles

Dear City Councilmen/women

I feel we need to address the issue of junk vehicles. As you
are well aware, Des Moines 1is an older community with very few
neighborhood covenants that would forbid the vehicles shown in
the pictures I have attached. These were taken yesterday on my
daily walk around my neighborhood. A sixteen block area from
l16th Ave So to 20th Ave So and 26lst Place So to 264th Place So.
I couldn't attach all the junk vehicles I encounter every single
day on this walk. I have been working with Nancy Ulrich, your
overworked code enforcement officer on these, however, according
to the code as currently written, she can do nothing

about them, as they do not display the current requirements to
have them removed.

These are a blight on our neighborhoods! Imagine, this is in
just one 16 block

area, multiply that by the entire city, and things have got to
change! I have

lived in Des Moines for 33 years, and want to keep Des Moines a
nice place to

live and raise our children, but certain codes need to be
rewritten to address

this problem.

I am looking forward to your action and response to this
pressing issue.
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